
Activity report

France
This report provides a series of summary charts, statistics and other details about the mobilization and use of open-access 
species data through the GBIF network, relating to users and participating institutions in France. These metrics show status at the 
time of report generation, unless otherwise noted. Taken together, the elements of this report can help guide and measure 
progress toward the information needs for biodiversity research, as well as for national commitments on biodiversity and 
sustainable development.
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▶ Access and usage

Researchers from

France
contributed to

76
peer-reviewed articles citing GBIF use 

during 2022 and a total of

462
articles since 2008

▶ Data availability in France

Animalia

59,570,495
occurrences

Plantae

73,826,758
occurrences

Fungi

784,982
occurrences

Unknown

222,825
occurrences

Protozoa

84,095
occurrences

Bacteria

183,472
occurrences

Chromista

1,207,638
occurrences

Archaea

3,270
occurrences

▶ Data mobilization

Institutions from

France
published

50,243,552
new occurrence records during 2022

out of a total of

369,598,378
occurrence records added 

globally to GBIF.org
Number of records published by institutions in France, 

categorized by kingdom
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Access and usage

Data downloads on GBIF.org from users in France

Users from

France
made

5,231
download requests representing

1.0%
of all downloads during 2022

Monthly downloads requested by users in France

Recent peer-reviewed articles using GBIF-mediated data by co-authors based in France

The GBIF Secretariat maintains and reports on an ongoing literature tracking programme, giving priority to substantive uses of GBIF-
mediated data in peer-reviewed literature while identifying the countries or areas of the authors’ institutional affiliations. The citations 
below represent the five most recent journal articles with at least one co-author from France.

Those interested in assisting the Secretariat in identifying additional peer-reviewed uses of GBIF-mediated data may forward relevant 
citations to comms@gbif.org.

Martín-Hernanz, Albaladejo, Lavergne et al. (2021) Biogeographic history and environmental niche 
evolution in the palearctic genus Helianthemum (Cistaceae). Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2021.107238

Rodríguez-Rey, Grenouillet. (2022) Disentangling the Drivers of the Sampling Bias of Freshwater Fish 
across Europe. Fishes. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/fishes7060383

Aranha, Brito Ribeiro, Caldas et al. (2022) Identifying the current and future status of freshwater 
connectivity corridors in the Amazon Basin. Conservation Science and Practice. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.12853

Dufour, Åkesson, Hellström et al. (2022) The Yellow-browed Warbler (Phylloscopus inornatus) as a 
model to understand vagrancy and its potential for the evolution of new migration routes. Movement 

Ecology. 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s40462-022-00345-2

Antonelli, Smith, Perrigo et al. (2022) Madagascar’s extraordinary 
biodiversity: Evolution, distribution, and use. Science. 

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.abf0869

See all research from this country or area

gbif.org/country/FR/publications

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2021.107238
https://doi.org/10.3390/fishes7060383
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.12853
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40462-022-00345-2
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.abf0869
https://www.gbif.org/country/FR/publications
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Data availability

Total data available for selected taxonomic groups in France

Mammals

5,212,502
occurrences

Birds

29,843,157
occurrences

Bony fish

9,620,759
occurrences

Amphibians

759,070
occurrences

Insects

10,524,281
occurrences

Reptiles

540,169
occurrences

Molluscs

867,758
occurrences

Arachnids

724,270
occurrences

Flowering 

plants

70,005,233
occurrences

Ferns

1,601,085
occurrences

Gymnosperms

915,421
occurrences

Mosses

915,616
occurrences

Sac fungi

276,835
occurrences

Basidiomycota

503,663
occurrences

Mammals = Class Mammalia

Birds = Class Aves

Bony fish = Superclass
 Osteichthyes p.p.
Amphibians = Class Amphibia

Insects = Class Insecta

Reptiles = Class Testudines, 

Sphenodontia, Squamata & 

Crocodylia

Molluscs = Phylum Mollusca

Arachnids = Class Arachnida

Flowering plants = Phylum
 Magnoliophyta

Gymnosperms = Superclass
 Gymnospermae

Ferns = Phylum Pteridophyta

Mosses = Phylum Bryophyta

Sac fungi = Phylum Ascomycota

Basidiomycota = Phylum
 Basidiomycota

Change over time in records about biodiversity in France

Occurrence records available about species occurring 

in France

Species for which at least one occurrence record is 

available in France

WHY MIGHT THE AMOUNT OF MOBILIZED DATA 
DECREASE?
Datasets are sometimes removed by publishers, but more often 
decreases in the number of records are due to the removal of 
duplicate records and datasets.

SPECIES COUNTS represent the number of binomial scientific 
names for which GBIF has received data records, organized as far 
as possible using synonyms recorded in key databases like the 
Catalogue of Life
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Most recent datasets from publishers in France

Uraniidae et Sematuridae. Published by Musée des Confluences

https://doi.org/10.15468/n8rjev

CardObs : Observations naturalistes issues de l'outil de saisie et gestion CardObs mis en place par le 
Service du Patrimoine Naturel (MNHN) / UMS PatriNat (OFB - CNRS - MNHN) - Données 
naturalistes de FOURNET Thierry. Published by UMS PatriNat (OFB-CNRS-MNHN), Paris

https://doi.org/10.15468/fq5had

CardObs : Observations naturalistes issues de l'outil de saisie et gestion CardObs mis en place par le 
Service du Patrimoine Naturel (MNHN) / UMS PatriNat (OFB - CNRS - MNHN) - Données 
naturalistes de SADORGE Alain. Published by UMS PatriNat (OFB-CNRS-MNHN), Paris

https://doi.org/10.15468/s6n2nz

Actualisation des ZNIEFF par les partenaires publics - Données ZNIEFF GCC 2021. Published by 

UMS PatriNat (OFB-CNRS-MNHN), Paris

https://doi.org/10.15468/3h7fka

Projet SACOI EDF - sacoi avifaune. Published by UMS PatriNat (OFB-CNRS-MNHN), Paris

https://doi.org/10.15468/d9tbrb

Projet Village vacances "Cap Sud" Venzolasca. Published by UMS PatriNat (OFB-CNRS-MNHN), 

Paris

https://doi.org/10.15468/bysrqc

See all datasets from this country or area: gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=FR

Newest publishers from France

Université de Nantes

Pierre Fabre

UMR 5602 Géographie de l’environnement (CNRS/
Université Toulouse 2)

Université Toulouse III - Paul Sabatier, Herbarium TL

UMR AMAP

Occurrence records downloaded from 
GBIF.org, published by institutions in 
France

See all publishers from this country or area

gbif.org/publisher/search?country=FR

Number of occurrence records downloaded via 

GBIF.org published by institutions in France

https://doi.org/10.15468/n8rjev
https://doi.org/10.15468/fq5had
https://doi.org/10.15468/s6n2nz
https://doi.org/10.15468/3h7fka
https://doi.org/10.15468/d9tbrb
https://doi.org/10.15468/bysrqc
https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=FR
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search?country=FR
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Data mobilization
Data sharing with country or area of origin by national institutions in France

France

publishes data from

251
countries, territories and islands

including

151,670,253
occurrences in

11,396
occurrence datasets

Data sharing with country or area of origin

The chart above shows the number of records shared over time by publishers within France, with separate colours for records about 
species occurring within undefined and those occurring elsewhere.

Top data contributors about biodiversity 
in France

Rank Country or area No. of 
occurrences

1 France 129,731,277

2 Netherlands 1,964,450

3 United States of America 1,407,565

4 Belgium 768,675

5 United Kingdom 739,803

6 Switzerland 320,733

7 Germany 229,458

8 Spain 175,158

9 Luxembourg 161,530

10 Colombia 45,565

Table 1. Ranking of countries or areas contributing data 

about France

Top datasets contributing data about 
France

INPN - Données flore des CBN agrégées par la FCBN. 
20,946,186 occurrences in France. (Last updated 7 
Nov 2017) 

Données acquises par le Conservatoire botanique 
national du Bassin parisien et son réseau (bénévoles, 
associations, autres structures professionnelles) - Flore 
du Bassin parisien (CBNBP). 7,040,429 occurrences in 

France. (Last updated 16 Dec 2022) 

Données piscicoles et astacicoles des cours d'eau de 
France métropolitaine bancarisées dans ASPE (OFB) - 
Données acquises selon le protocole de pêche 
complète à un ou plusieurs passages - ASPE - OFB. 
5,085,452 occurrences in France. (Last updated 17 
Dec 2022) 

Observations du Conservatoire botanique national du 
Bassin parisien.. 4,688,951 occurrences in France. 

(Last updated 9 Mar 2018) 

Centralisation des observations floristiques dans le 
cadre du SINP - Observations floristiques - plateforme 
SINP régionale SILENE   PACA. 4,395,195 

occurrences in France. (Last updated 17 Dec 2022) 



See all contributing countries and areas or datasets: gbif.org/country/FR/about

https://www.gbif.org/country/FR/about
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France participates in the following projects coordinated by GBIF

Using the CBD Clearing-House Mechanism to strengthen biodiversity data acquisition and data 
sharing 
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2019–2020

A new content management system, Bioland Tool, could use the Convention on Biological Diversity's CHM network and 
infrastructure to improve biodiversity data sharing
https://www.gbif.org/project/79ZRBGx5dNXYpR2ijHKebK

Atlas of Living France
, 2015–2015

The Atlas of Living France provides open access to primary biodiversity data from French institutions.
https://www.gbif.org/project/82969

International Living Atlases workshop
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2017–2018

This project will support and strengthen the growing international community of practice around open-source 
software developed by the Atlas of Living Australia.
https://www.gbif.org/project/83337

Mentoring between GBIF Benin and GBIF France
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2017–2018

GBIF France will support GBIF Benin to mobilize both new data and data types using on tools and practices developed within 
the GBIF network.
https://www.gbif.org/project/83340

Mentoring Madagascar (MadBIF) - GBIF France
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2015–2016

Guidance and technical support for Madagascar to implement a better data mobilization strategy and to mobilize and publish 
new data using the tools developed by GBIF.
https://www.gbif.org/project/82213

International Living Atlases workshop: how to improve data use with Atlas of Living Australia modules
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2018–2019

This project will provide international and technical training around the implementation of ALA platform analysis modules in 
additon to documentation of national atlases for end-users. 
https://www.gbif.org/project/6AxerPwlnacq6S28iK0Gki

Mentoring of GBIF Cameroon by GBIF Benin and GBIF France
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2021–2022

https://www.gbif.org/project/CESP2021-002

Mentoring of GBIF Armenia by GBIF France
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2021–2023

https://www.gbif.org/project/CESP2021-010

European Bireme: EU Nodes in biodiversity reporting mechanisms
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2017–2018

By detailing national reporting processes and data flows in several European Union member states, this project explored how 
changes to GBIF tools and procedures could streamline and improve biodiversity reporting across the region.
https://www.gbif.org/project/83336

Progress towards a regional data platform of West and Central African 
herbaria
BID: Biodiversity Information for Development, 2021–2023

https://www.gbif.org/project/BID-AF2020-040-REG

See all GBIF projects

gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=project

https://www.gbif.org/project/79ZRBGx5dNXYpR2ijHKebK
https://www.gbif.org/project/82969
https://www.gbif.org/project/83337
https://www.gbif.org/project/83340
https://www.gbif.org/project/82213
https://www.gbif.org/project/6AxerPwlnacq6S28iK0Gki
https://www.gbif.org/project/CESP2021-002
https://www.gbif.org/project/CESP2021-010
https://www.gbif.org/project/83336
https://www.gbif.org/project/BID-AF2020-040-REG
https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=project

