
Activity report

United Kingdom
This report provides a series of summary charts, statistics and other details about the mobilization and use of open-access 
species data through the GBIF network, relating to users and participating institutions in United Kingdom. These metrics show 
status at the time of report generation, unless otherwise noted. Taken together, the elements of this report can help guide and 
measure progress toward the information needs for biodiversity research, as well as for national commitments on biodiversity and 
sustainable development.

generated January 2026

▶ Access and usage

Researchers from

United Kingdom
contributed to

152
peer-reviewed articles citing GBIF use 

during 2025 and a total of

1438
articles since 2008

▶ Data availability in United Kingdom

Animalia

153,013,009
occurrences

Plantae

39,635,080
occurrences

Fungi

5,462,547
occurrences

Unknown

1,649
occurrences

Protozoa

61,593
occurrences

Bacteria

1,654,158
occurrences

Virus

11,642
occurrences

Chromista

850,082
occurrences

Archaea

8,730
occurrences

▶ Data mobilization

Institutions from

United Kingdom
published

41,629,288
new occurrence records during 2025

out of a total of

613,633,572
occurrence records added 

globally to GBIF.org
Number of records published by institutions in United 

Kingdom, categorized by kingdom
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Access and usage

Data downloads on GBIF.org from users in United Kingdom

Users from

United Kingdom
made

208,285
download requests representing

24.2%
of all downloads during 2025

Monthly downloads requested by users in United Kingdom

Recent peer-reviewed articles using GBIF-mediated data by co-authors based in 
United Kingdom

The GBIF Secretariat maintains and reports on an ongoing literature tracking programme, giving priority to substantive uses of GBIF-
mediated data in peer-reviewed literature while identifying the countries or areas of the authors’ institutional affiliations. The citations 
below represent the five most recent journal articles with at least one co-author from United Kingdom.

Those interested in assisting the Secretariat in identifying additional peer-reviewed uses of GBIF-mediated data may forward relevant 
citations to comms@gbif.org.

Lan, Wu, Xu et al. (2025) High-resolution global distribution projections of 10 rodent genera under 
diverse SSP-RCP scenarios, 2021–2100. Scientific Data. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-025-05793-0

Soto, Oficialdegui, Bedmar et al. (2025) Over 1200 Non‐Native Species Are Established in the Iberian 
Peninsula. Diversity and Distributions. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.70071

Lucresia, Meagher, Sano. (2025) A Brazilian bioregionalization reappraisal based on Angiosperm 
distribution: a biogeographical and conservation overview. Acta Botanica Brasilica. 

https://doi.org/10.1590/1677-941x-abb-2024-0279

Varga, Woods, Pitsillides et al. (2025) Whole genome sequencing of historical specimens from the 
world's largest fungal collection yields high‐quality assemblies. New Phytologist. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.70472

Muasya, Bello, du Preez et al. (2025) Refined generic and infrageneric 
classification of the Cape Psoraleeae clade (Fabaceae) – taxonomic 
studies in the phylogenomic era. South African Journal of Botany. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2025.08.006

See all research from this country or area

gbif.org/country/GB/publications/from

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-025-05793-0
https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.70071
https://doi.org/10.1590/1677-941x-abb-2024-0279
https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.70472
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2025.08.006
https://www.gbif.org/country/GB/publications/from
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Data availability

Total data available for selected taxonomic groups in United Kingdom

Mammals

3,385,281
occurrences

Birds

60,203,954
occurrences

Bony fish

3,299,557
occurrences

Amphibians

383,750
occurrences

Insects

76,453,962
occurrences

Reptiles

181,642
occurrences

Molluscs

2,299,827
occurrences

Arachnids

522,495
occurrences

Flowering 

plants

33,056,054
occurrences

Ferns

1,203,826
occurrences

Gymnosperms

273,902
occurrences

Mosses

3,631,781
occurrences

Sac fungi

3,414,976
occurrences

Basidiomycota

1,853,590
occurrences

Mammals = Class Mammalia

Birds = Class Aves

Bony fish = Superclass
 Osteichthyes p.p.
Amphibians = Class Amphibia

Insects = Class Insecta

Reptiles = Class Testudines, 

Sphenodontia, Squamata & 

Crocodylia

Molluscs = Phylum Mollusca

Arachnids = Class Arachnida

Flowering plants = Phylum
 Magnoliophyta

Gymnosperms = Superclass
 Gymnospermae

Ferns = Phylum Pteridophyta

Mosses = Phylum Bryophyta

Sac fungi = Phylum Ascomycota

Basidiomycota = Phylum
 Basidiomycota

Change over time in records about biodiversity in United Kingdom

Occurrence records available about species occurring 

in United Kingdom

Species for which at least one occurrence record is 

available in United Kingdom

WHY MIGHT THE AMOUNT OF MOBILIZED DATA 
DECREASE?
Datasets are sometimes removed by publishers, but more often 
decreases in the number of records are due to the removal of 
duplicate records and datasets.

SPECIES COUNTS represent the number of binomial scientific 
names for which GBIF has received data records, organized as far 
as possible using synonyms recorded in key databases like the 
Catalogue of Life
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Most recent datasets from publishers in United Kingdom

2023 Seasearch ReMEDIES survey for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. Published by Marine 

Biological Association

https://doi.org/10.17031/686e78207ace5

2020 DAERA Sediment infauna data. Published by Marine Biological Association

https://doi.org/10.17031/68766a94f3497

2023 WMU Macrophyte Survey. Published by Marine Biological Association

https://doi.org/10.17031/68777ba44153d

2024 NRW Ad-hoc marine non-native species records. Published by Marine Biological Association

https://doi.org/10.17031/6874e312b64f7

GB3D Fossil Types Online. Published by British Geological Survey

https://doi.org/10.15468/f9rtg2

2022 Seasearch ReMEDIES survey for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. Published by Marine 

Biological Association

https://doi.org/10.17031/686f774ea0d48

2023 NRW Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries SAC sediment monitoring. Published by Marine Biological 

Association

https://doi.org/10.17031/68e5287ac8a73

See all datasets from this country or area: gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=GB

Newest publishers from United Kingdom

The Plankton Project

Water Management Consortium

UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme

British Geological Survey

Harwich Haven Authority

Occurrence records downloaded from 
GBIF.org, published by institutions in 
United Kingdom

See all publishers from this country or area

gbif.org/publisher/search?country=GB

Number of occurrence records downloaded via 

GBIF.org published by institutions in United Kingdom

https://doi.org/10.17031/686e78207ace5
https://doi.org/10.17031/68766a94f3497
https://doi.org/10.17031/68777ba44153d
https://doi.org/10.17031/6874e312b64f7
https://doi.org/10.15468/f9rtg2
https://doi.org/10.17031/686f774ea0d48
https://doi.org/10.17031/68e5287ac8a73
https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=GB
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search?country=GB
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Data mobilization
Data sharing with country or area of origin by national institutions in United Kingdom

United Kingdom

publishes data from

251
countries, territories and islands

including

244,082,435
occurrences in

2,262
occurrence datasets

Data sharing with country or area of origin

The chart above shows the number of records shared over time by publishers within United Kingdom, with separate colours for records 
about species occurring within undefined and those occurring elsewhere.

Top data contributors about biodiversity 
in United Kingdom

Rank Country or area No. of 
occurrences

1 United Kingdom 187,048,482

2 United States of America 3,762,167

3 Belgium 3,631,839

4 Denmark 2,990,083

5 Germany 1,107,553

6 Netherlands 802,584

7 France 757,985

8 International organization or 
unknown country

437,362

9 Ireland 207,001

10 Canada 92,936

Table 1. Ranking of countries or areas contributing data 

about United Kingdom

Top datasets contributing data about 
United Kingdom

EOD – eBird Observation Dataset. 42,437,187 

occurrences in United Kingdom. (Last updated 29 Oct 
2025) 

Macro-moth distribution records for the UK from Butterfly 
Conservation, up to 2019. 30,510,792 occurrences in 

United Kingdom. (Last updated 26 Oct 2025) 

Butterfly distribution records for the UK from Butterfly 
Conservation, up to 2019. 15,562,607 occurrences in 

United Kingdom. (Last updated 27 Oct 2025) 

BSBI data from several English counties, up to 2018. 
9,842,417 occurrences in United Kingdom. (Last 
updated 25 Oct 2025) 

UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS). 8,165,207 

occurrences in United Kingdom. (Last updated 3 Aug 
2025) 

See all contributing countries and areas or datasets: gbif.org/country/GB/about

https://www.gbif.org/country/GB/about
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United Kingdom participates in the following projects coordinated by GBIF

Atlas of Living Scotland
, 2016–2016

The Atlas of Living Scotland was created in 2015 to provide a platform for the collection, aggregation, analysis and use of 
biological data in Scotland.
https://www.gbif.org/project/82973

International Living Atlases workshop
Capacity Enhancement Support Programme, 2017–2018

This project will support and strengthen the growing international community of 
practice around open-source software developed by the Atlas of Living Australia.
https://www.gbif.org/project/83337

See all GBIF projects

gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=project

https://www.gbif.org/project/82973
https://www.gbif.org/project/83337
https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=project

