
Activity report

Hong Kong
This report provides a series of summary charts, statistics and other details about the mobilization and use of open-access 
species data through the GBIF network, relating to users and participating institutions in Hong Kong. These metrics show status at 
the time of report generation, unless otherwise noted. Taken together, the elements of this report can help guide and measure 
progress toward the information needs for biodiversity research, as well as for national commitments on biodiversity and 
sustainable development.

generated January 2023

▶ Access and usage

Researchers from

Hong Kong
contributed to

3
peer-reviewed articles citing GBIF use 

during 2022 and a total of

22
articles since 2008

▶ Data availability in Hong Kong

Animalia

1,062,212
occurrences

Plantae

46,932
occurrences

Fungi

1,680
occurrences

Unknown

7,024
occurrences

Protozoa

112
occurrences

Bacteria

48,985
occurrences

Chromista

1,620
occurrences

Archaea

1,311
occurrences

▶ Data mobilization

Institutions from

Hong Kong
published

216,760
new occurrence records during 2022

out of a total of

369,598,378
occurrence records added 

globally to GBIF.org
Number of records published by institutions in Hong 

Kong, categorized by kingdom
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Access and usage

Data downloads on GBIF.org from users in Hong Kong

Users from

Hong Kong
made

1,223
download requests representing

0.2%
of all downloads during 2022

Monthly downloads requested by users in Hong Kong

Recent peer-reviewed articles using GBIF-mediated data by co-authors based in Hong 
Kong

The GBIF Secretariat maintains and reports on an ongoing literature tracking programme, giving priority to substantive uses of GBIF-
mediated data in peer-reviewed literature while identifying the countries or areas of the authors’ institutional affiliations. The citations 
below represent the five most recent journal articles with at least one co-author from Hong Kong.

Those interested in assisting the Secretariat in identifying additional peer-reviewed uses of GBIF-mediated data may forward relevant 
citations to comms@gbif.org.

Gale, Kumar. (2022) Taxonomic notes on Apostasia nipponica and Crepidium cordilabium 
(Orchidaceae), two species newly recorded from Hong Kong. Feddes Repertorium. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/fedr.202200002

Marshall, Strine, Fukushima et al. (2022) Searching the web builds fuller picture of arachnid trade. 
Communications Biology. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-022-03374-0

Yiu, Chow, Tsang et al. (2022) New record of the Japanese Seahorse Hippocampus mohnikei 
Bleeker, 1853 (Syngnathiformes: Syngnathidae) in Hong Kong waters. Check List. 

https://doi.org/10.15560/18.3.455

Zhang, Fischer. (2021) Reconsideration of the native range of the Chinese Swamp Cypress 
(Glyptostrobus pensilis) based on new insights from historic, remnant and planted populations. 
Global Ecology and Conservation. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2021.e01927

Sung, Lee, Lau et al. (2021) Species list and distribution of non-native 
freshwater turtles in Hong Kong. BioInvasions Records. 

See all research from this country or area

gbif.org/country/HK/publications

https://doi.org/10.1002/fedr.202200002
https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-022-03374-0
https://doi.org/10.15560/18.3.455
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2021.e01927
https://www.gbif.org/country/HK/publications
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Data availability

Total data available for selected taxonomic groups in Hong Kong

Mammals

2,495
occurrences

Birds

871,111
occurrences

Bony fish

7,128
occurrences

Amphibians

6,970
occurrences

Insects

134,972
occurrences

Reptiles

9,609
occurrences

Molluscs

9,474
occurrences

Arachnids

10,791
occurrences

Flowering 

plants

43,168
occurrences

Ferns

2,743
occurrences

Gymnosperms

245
occurrences

Mosses

134
occurrences

Sac fungi

1,303
occurrences

Basidiomycota

351
occurrences

Mammals = Class Mammalia

Birds = Class Aves

Bony fish = Superclass
 Osteichthyes p.p.
Amphibians = Class Amphibia

Insects = Class Insecta

Reptiles = Class Testudines, 

Sphenodontia, Squamata & 

Crocodylia

Molluscs = Phylum Mollusca

Arachnids = Class Arachnida

Flowering plants = Phylum
 Magnoliophyta

Gymnosperms = Superclass
 Gymnospermae

Ferns = Phylum Pteridophyta

Mosses = Phylum Bryophyta

Sac fungi = Phylum Ascomycota

Basidiomycota = Phylum
 Basidiomycota

Change over time in records about biodiversity in Hong Kong

Occurrence records available about species occurring 

in Hong Kong

Species for which at least one occurrence record is 

available in Hong Kong

WHY MIGHT THE AMOUNT OF MOBILIZED DATA 
DECREASE?
Datasets are sometimes removed by publishers, but more often 
decreases in the number of records are due to the removal of 
duplicate records and datasets.

SPECIES COUNTS represent the number of binomial scientific 
names for which GBIF has received data records, organized as far 
as possible using synonyms recorded in key databases like the 
Catalogue of Life



4 | 5

Most recent datasets from publishers in Hong Kong

The University of Hong Kong Herbarium. Published by The Hong Kong University Herbarium

https://doi.org/10.15468/njdmwl

See all datasets from this country or area: gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=HK

Newest publishers from Hong Kong

The Hong Kong University Herbarium

Occurrence records downloaded from 
GBIF.org, published by institutions in 
Hong Kong

See all publishers from this country or area

gbif.org/publisher/search?country=HK

Number of occurrence records downloaded via 

GBIF.org published by institutions in Hong Kong

https://doi.org/10.15468/njdmwl
https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=HK
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search?country=HK
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Data mobilization
Data sharing with country or area of origin by national institutions in Hong Kong

Hong Kong

publishes data from

16
countries, territories and islands

including

829,954
occurrences in

2
occurrence datasets

Data sharing with country or area of origin

The chart above shows the number of records shared over time by publishers within Hong Kong, with separate colours for records about 
species occurring within undefined and those occurring elsewhere.

Top data contributors about biodiversity 
in Hong Kong

Rank Country or area No. of 
occurrences

1 Hong Kong 828,381

2 United States of America 231,792

3 United Kingdom 70,037

4 Canada 20,090

5 Australia 5,205

6 Netherlands 4,878

7 France 2,665

8 Germany 1,284

9 Japan 886

10 Belgium 864

Table 1. Ranking of countries or areas contributing data 

about Hong Kong

Top datasets contributing data about Hong 
Kong

EOD – eBird Observation Dataset. 828,053 occurrences 

in Hong Kong. (Last updated 2 Mar 2022) 

iNaturalist Research-grade Observations. 246,974 

occurrences in Hong Kong. (Last updated 1 Jan 2023) 

Composition and Genetic Diversity of Microbial 
Communities in Subtropical Coastal Wetland 
Sediments. 49,553 occurrences in Hong Kong. (Last 
updated 30 Sep 2022) 

INSDC Host Organism Sequences. 6,104 occurrences in 

Hong Kong. (Last updated 31 Dec 2022) 

Natural History Museum (London) Collection Specimens. 
4,017 occurrences in Hong Kong. (Last updated 17 Dec 
2022) 

See all contributing countries and areas or datasets: gbif.org/country/HK/about

https://www.gbif.org/country/HK/about

