
Activity report

Italy
This report provides a series of summary charts, statistics and other details about the mobilization and use of open-access 
species data through the GBIF network, relating to users and participating institutions in Italy. These metrics show status at the 
time of report generation, unless otherwise noted. Taken together, the elements of this report can help guide and measure 
progress toward the information needs for biodiversity research, as well as for national commitments on biodiversity and 
sustainable development.

generated January 2026

▶ Access and usage

Researchers from

Italy
contributed to

70
peer-reviewed articles citing GBIF use 

during 2025 and a total of

605
articles since 2008

▶ Data availability in Italy

Animalia

7,976,197
occurrences

Plantae

3,412,853
occurrences

Fungi

552,438
occurrences

Unknown

542
occurrences

Protozoa

11,716
occurrences

Bacteria

229,374
occurrences

Virus

18,043
occurrences

Chromista

412,525
occurrences

Archaea

4,513
occurrences

▶ Data mobilization

Institutions from

Italy
published

3,850,534
new occurrence records during 2025

out of a total of

613,633,572
occurrence records added 

globally to GBIF.org
Number of records published by institutions in Italy, 

categorized by kingdom
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Access and usage

Data downloads on GBIF.org from users in Italy

Users from

Italy
made

11,522
download requests representing

1.3%
of all downloads during 2025

Monthly downloads requested by users in Italy

Recent peer-reviewed articles using GBIF-mediated data by co-authors based in Italy

The GBIF Secretariat maintains and reports on an ongoing literature tracking programme, giving priority to substantive uses of GBIF-
mediated data in peer-reviewed literature while identifying the countries or areas of the authors’ institutional affiliations. The citations 
below represent the five most recent journal articles with at least one co-author from Italy.

Those interested in assisting the Secretariat in identifying additional peer-reviewed uses of GBIF-mediated data may forward relevant 
citations to comms@gbif.org.

SASSI. (2025) Taxonomic revision of the South American genus Mylassa Stål, 1867 (Coleoptera: 
Chrysomelidae: Cryptocephalinae) with the description of eight new species. Zootaxa. 

https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5683.3.1

Radici, Hammami, Cannet et al. (2025) Aedes albopictus Is Rapidly Invading Its Climatic Niche in 
France: Wider Implications for Biting Nuisance and Arbovirus Control in Western Europe. Global 

Change Biology. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70414

Mancini, Marco, Carboni et al. (2025) On the Importance of Expert‐Informed Variable Selection in 
Species Distribution Modelling. Journal of Biogeography. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/jbi.70037

Seebens, Meyerson, Richardson et al. (2025) Biological invasions: a global assessment of geographic 
distributions, long‐term trends, and data gaps. Biological Reviews. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/brv.70058

Pinna, Gallien, Jucker et al. (2025) Niche Dynamics of Alien Plant 
Species in Mediterranean Europe. Global Change Biology. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70379

See all research from this country or area

gbif.org/country/IT/publications/from

https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5683.3.1
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70414
https://doi.org/10.1111/jbi.70037
https://doi.org/10.1111/brv.70058
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70379
https://www.gbif.org/country/IT/publications/from


3 | 5

Data availability

Total data available for selected taxonomic groups in Italy

Mammals

110,364
occurrences

Birds

5,773,424
occurrences

Bony fish

122,451
occurrences

Amphibians

58,662
occurrences

Insects

1,281,253
occurrences

Reptiles

91,399
occurrences

Molluscs

194,272
occurrences

Arachnids

67,264
occurrences

Flowering 

plants

3,225,254
occurrences

Ferns

68,091
occurrences

Gymnosperms

42,363
occurrences

Mosses

27,943
occurrences

Sac fungi

294,589
occurrences

Basidiomycota

229,442
occurrences

Mammals = Class Mammalia

Birds = Class Aves

Bony fish = Superclass
 Osteichthyes p.p.
Amphibians = Class Amphibia

Insects = Class Insecta

Reptiles = Class Testudines, 

Sphenodontia, Squamata & 

Crocodylia

Molluscs = Phylum Mollusca

Arachnids = Class Arachnida

Flowering plants = Phylum
 Magnoliophyta

Gymnosperms = Superclass
 Gymnospermae

Ferns = Phylum Pteridophyta

Mosses = Phylum Bryophyta

Sac fungi = Phylum Ascomycota

Basidiomycota = Phylum
 Basidiomycota

Change over time in records about biodiversity in Italy

Occurrence records available about species occurring 

in Italy

Species for which at least one occurrence record is 

available in Italy

WHY MIGHT THE AMOUNT OF MOBILIZED DATA 
DECREASE?
Datasets are sometimes removed by publishers, but more often 
decreases in the number of records are due to the removal of 
duplicate records and datasets.

SPECIES COUNTS represent the number of binomial scientific 
names for which GBIF has received data records, organized as far 
as possible using synonyms recorded in key databases like the 
Catalogue of Life
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Most recent datasets from publishers in Italy

Carabid beetles in Italian forests: a dataset from curated literature (1977-1993). Published by Dept. 

Biology Ecology and Earth Sciences - Università della Calabria

https://doi.org/10.15468/92a3j5

Amphipod species in European marine waters. Published by University of Palermo

https://doi.org/10.15468/bac3bs

Abramo Massalongo Lichen Collection. Published by Museo di Storia Naturale di Venezia Giancarlo 

Ligabue (Fondazione Musei Civici di Venezia)

https://doi.org/10.15468/6gcus5

Nebria germari predation (Austria, 2009/2010, Italy 2023). Published by Dept. Biology Ecology and 

Earth Sciences - Università della Calabria

https://doi.org/10.15468/nzznpk

Inventory of marine amphipod species from Italian waters: an update. Published by University of 

Palermo

https://doi.org/10.15468/2u8gud

Collezione entomologica di coleotteri scolitidi di Giuseppe Russo | Giuseppe Russo's entomological 
collection of bark beetles. Published by Università degli Studi di Firenze, Sistema Museale di Ateneo

https://doi.org/10.15468/2nfw7e

See all datasets from this country or area: gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=IT

Newest publishers from Italy

University of Palermo

Dipartimento di Scienze e Politiche Ambientali, 
Università degli Studi di Milano

European Food Safety Authority

Università degli Studi di Firenze, Sistema Museale di 
Ateneo

Museo di Storia Naturale dell'Accademia dei Fisiocritici

Occurrence records downloaded from 
GBIF.org, published by institutions in Italy

See all publishers from this country or area

gbif.org/publisher/search?country=IT

Number of occurrence records downloaded via 

GBIF.org published by institutions in Italy

https://doi.org/10.15468/92a3j5
https://doi.org/10.15468/bac3bs
https://doi.org/10.15468/6gcus5
https://doi.org/10.15468/nzznpk
https://doi.org/10.15468/2u8gud
https://doi.org/10.15468/2nfw7e
https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=IT
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search?country=IT
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Data mobilization
Data sharing with country or area of origin by national institutions in Italy

Italy

publishes data from

184
countries, territories and islands

including

7,388,575
occurrences in

282
occurrence datasets

Data sharing with country or area of origin

The chart above shows the number of records shared over time by publishers within Italy, with separate colours for records about species 
occurring within undefined and those occurring elsewhere.

Top data contributors about biodiversity 
in Italy

Rank Country or area No. of 
occurrences

1 Italy 6,599,572

2 United States of America 2,157,584

3 France 1,203,830

4 Netherlands 499,856

5 Germany 450,639

6 United Kingdom 339,847

7 Estonia 316,078

8 Switzerland 212,048

9 Belgium 209,668

10 Austria 184,399

Table 1. Ranking of countries or areas contributing data 

about Italy

Top datasets contributing data about Italy

The Atlas of Wintering Birds in Italy - AIRONE project 
(2010-2025). 2,745,219 occurrences in Italy. (Last 
updated 31 Oct 2025) 

EOD – eBird Observation Dataset. 2,390,711 

occurrences in Italy. (Last updated 29 Oct 2025) 

iNaturalist Research-grade Observations. 2,003,872 

occurrences in Italy. (Last updated 31 Dec 2025) 

Pl@ntNet automatically identified occurrences. 928,183 

occurrences in Italy. (Last updated 20 Oct 2025) 

Observation.org, Nature data from around the World. 
296,293 occurrences in Italy. (Last updated 16 Dec 
2025) 

See all contributing countries and areas or datasets: gbif.org/country/IT/about

https://www.gbif.org/country/IT/about

