
Activity report

Namibia
This report provides a series of summary charts, statistics and other details about the mobilization and use of open-access 
species data through the GBIF network, relating to users and participating institutions in Namibia. These metrics show status at 
the time of report generation, unless otherwise noted. Taken together, the elements of this report can help guide and measure 
progress toward the information needs for biodiversity research, as well as for national commitments on biodiversity and 
sustainable development.

generated January 2023

▶ Access and usage

Researchers from

Namibia
contributed to

1
peer-reviewed articles citing GBIF use 

during 2022 and a total of

5
articles since 2008

▶ Data availability in Namibia

Animalia

1,604,620
occurrences

Plantae

113,349
occurrences

Fungi

11,425
occurrences

Unknown

4,449
occurrences

Protozoa

5,512
occurrences

Bacteria

79,789
occurrences

Chromista

85,236
occurrences

Archaea

1,522
occurrences

▶ Data mobilization

Institutions from

Namibia
published

99,870
new occurrence records during 2022

out of a total of

369,598,378
occurrence records added 

globally to GBIF.org
Number of records published by institutions in Namibia, 

categorized by kingdom
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Access and usage

Data downloads on GBIF.org from users in Namibia

Users from

Namibia
made

48
download requests representing

0.0%
of all downloads during 2022

Monthly downloads requested by users in Namibia

Recent peer-reviewed articles using GBIF-mediated data by co-authors based in 
Namibia

The GBIF Secretariat maintains and reports on an ongoing literature tracking programme, giving priority to substantive uses of GBIF-
mediated data in peer-reviewed literature while identifying the countries or areas of the authors’ institutional affiliations. The citations 
below represent the five most recent journal articles with at least one co-author from Namibia.

Those interested in assisting the Secretariat in identifying additional peer-reviewed uses of GBIF-mediated data may forward relevant 
citations to comms@gbif.org.

Theart, Ping, Engelking et al. (2022) Range extension of Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia (Laurenti, 1768) 
in Namibia. Namibian Journal of Environment. 

Wan, Liu, Leitch et al. (2021) The Welwitschia genome reveals a unique biology underpinning 
extreme longevity in deserts. Nature Communications. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-021-24528-4

Chingwaru, Vidmar, Kapewangolo. (2015) The Potential of Sub-Saharan African Plants in the 
Management of Human Immunodeficiency Virus Infections: A Review.. Phytotherapy research : PTR. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/ptr.5433

De Cauwer, Muys, Revermann et al. (2014) Potential, realised, future distribution and environmental 
suitability for Pterocarpus angolensis DC in southern Africa. Forest Ecology and Management. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2013.12.032

Darbyshire, Tripp, Chase. (2019) A taxonomic revision of Acanthaceae 
tribe Barlerieae in Angola and Namibia. Part 1. Kew Bulletin. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12225-018-9791-0

See all research from this country or area

gbif.org/country/NA/publications

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-021-24528-4
https://doi.org/10.1002/ptr.5433
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2013.12.032
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12225-018-9791-0
https://www.gbif.org/country/NA/publications
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Data availability

Total data available for selected taxonomic groups in Namibia

Mammals

31,060
occurrences

Birds

1,441,888
occurrences

Bony fish

15,286
occurrences

Amphibians

2,997
occurrences

Insects

66,171
occurrences

Reptiles

23,961
occurrences

Molluscs

3,352
occurrences

Arachnids

7,204
occurrences

Flowering 

plants

109,420
occurrences

Ferns

858
occurrences

Gymnosperms

452
occurrences

Mosses

516
occurrences

Sac fungi

8,916
occurrences

Basidiomycota

923
occurrences

Mammals = Class Mammalia

Birds = Class Aves

Bony fish = Superclass
 Osteichthyes p.p.
Amphibians = Class Amphibia

Insects = Class Insecta

Reptiles = Class Testudines, 

Sphenodontia, Squamata & 

Crocodylia

Molluscs = Phylum Mollusca

Arachnids = Class Arachnida

Flowering plants = Phylum
 Magnoliophyta

Gymnosperms = Superclass
 Gymnospermae

Ferns = Phylum Pteridophyta

Mosses = Phylum Bryophyta

Sac fungi = Phylum Ascomycota

Basidiomycota = Phylum
 Basidiomycota

Change over time in records about biodiversity in Namibia

Occurrence records available about species occurring 

in Namibia

Species for which at least one occurrence record is 

available in Namibia

WHY MIGHT THE AMOUNT OF MOBILIZED DATA 
DECREASE?
Datasets are sometimes removed by publishers, but more often 
decreases in the number of records are due to the removal of 
duplicate records and datasets.

SPECIES COUNTS represent the number of binomial scientific 
names for which GBIF has received data records, organized as far 
as possible using synonyms recorded in key databases like the 
Catalogue of Life
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Most recent datasets from publishers in Namibia

National Museum of Namibia Scorpiones Collection Data 2022. Published by National Museum of 

Namibia

https://doi.org/10.15468/gmn5t4

See all datasets from this country or area: gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=NA

Newest publishers from Namibia

National Museum of Namibia

Occurrence records downloaded from 
GBIF.org, published by institutions in 
Namibia

See all publishers from this country or area

gbif.org/publisher/search?country=NA

Number of occurrence records downloaded via 

GBIF.org published by institutions in Namibia

https://doi.org/10.15468/gmn5t4
https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=NA
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search?country=NA
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Data mobilization
Data sharing with country or area of origin by national institutions in Namibia

Namibia

publishes data from

4
countries, territories and islands

including

487,133
occurrences in

2
occurrence datasets

Data sharing with country or area of origin

The chart above shows the number of records shared over time by publishers within Namibia, with separate colours for records about 
species occurring within undefined and those occurring elsewhere.

Top data contributors about biodiversity 
in Namibia

Rank Country or area No. of 
occurrences

1 South Africa 1,005,328

2 Namibia 486,994

3 Germany 126,840

4 United Kingdom 92,515

5 United States of America 86,758

6 Netherlands 38,188

7 Estonia 20,338

8 Sweden 10,554

9 Switzerland 7,637

10 Belgium 5,435

Table 1. Ranking of countries or areas contributing data 

about Namibia

Top datasets contributing data about 
Namibia

Southern African Bird Atlas Project 2. 718,695 

occurrences in Namibia. (Last updated 20 Oct 2022) 

EOD – eBird Observation Dataset. 483,566 occurrences 

in Namibia. (Last updated 2 Mar 2022) 

SAFRING: Historical Bird Ringing Records (2005-2009). 
166,196 occurrences in Namibia. (Last updated 22 Nov 
2017) 

Microbial diversity in the Benguela coastal upwelling 
system as derived from 16S rRNA sequencing and 
RNA Stable Isotope Probing (SIP). 68,525 occurrences 

in Namibia. (Last updated 13 Mar 2019) 

Botanical Database of Southern Africa (BODATSA): 
Botanical Collections. 49,156 occurrences in Namibia. 

(Last updated 15 Dec 2022) 

See all contributing countries and areas or datasets: gbif.org/country/NA/about

https://www.gbif.org/country/NA/about
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Namibia participates in the following projects coordinated by GBIF

Mobilizing collections while improving open data engagement in Namibia
BID: Biodiversity Information for Development, 2021–2023

https://www.gbif.org/project/BID-AF2020-099-NAC

See all GBIF projects

gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=project

https://www.gbif.org/project/BID-AF2020-099-NAC
https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=project

