
Activity report

Puerto Rico
This report provides a series of summary charts, statistics and other details about the mobilization and use of open-access 
species data through the GBIF network, relating to users and participating institutions in Puerto Rico. These metrics show status 
at the time of report generation, unless otherwise noted. Taken together, the elements of this report can help guide and measure 
progress toward the information needs for biodiversity research, as well as for national commitments on biodiversity and 
sustainable development.

generated January 2023

▶ Access and usage

Researchers from

Puerto Rico
contributed to

0
peer-reviewed articles citing GBIF use 

during 2022 and a total of

6
articles since 2008

▶ Data availability in Puerto Rico

Animalia

2,689,248
occurrences

Plantae

236,521
occurrences

Fungi

46,244
occurrences

Unknown

14,546
occurrences

Protozoa

8,332
occurrences

Bacteria

13,774
occurrences

Chromista

30,313
occurrences

Archaea

116
occurrences

▶ Data mobilization

Institutions from

Puerto Rico
published

279,034
new occurrence records during 2022

out of a total of

369,598,378
occurrence records added 

globally to GBIF.org
Number of records published by institutions in Puerto 

Rico, categorized by kingdom
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Access and usage

Data downloads on GBIF.org from users in Puerto Rico

Users from

Puerto Rico
made

64
download requests representing

0.0%
of all downloads during 2022

Monthly downloads requested by users in Puerto Rico

Recent peer-reviewed articles using GBIF-mediated data by co-authors based in 
Puerto Rico

The GBIF Secretariat maintains and reports on an ongoing literature tracking programme, giving priority to substantive uses of GBIF-
mediated data in peer-reviewed literature while identifying the countries or areas of the authors’ institutional affiliations. The citations 
below represent the five most recent journal articles with at least one co-author from Puerto Rico.

Those interested in assisting the Secretariat in identifying additional peer-reviewed uses of GBIF-mediated data may forward relevant 
citations to comms@gbif.org.

Linares‐Vargas, Bolívar‐García, Herrera‐Martínez et al. (2021) The status of the anomalepidid snake  
Liotyphlops albirostris  and the revalidation of three taxa based on morphology and ecological niche 
models. The Anatomical Record. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/ar.24730

den Burg, Van Belleghem, Villanueva. (2020) The continuing march of Common Green Iguanas: 
arrival on mainland Asia. Journal for Nature Conservation. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jnc.2020.125888

Acevedo-Charry, Acevedo-S., Charry B.. (2018) First documented record of Amazilia tzacatl (de la 
Llave, 1893) (Aves, Trochilidae) in the Colombian Orinoco region and comments of its distribution at 
the eastern Andes. Check List. 

https://doi.org/10.15560/14.1.87

Mendoza, Ospina, Cárdenas-Henao et al. (2015) A likelihood inference of historical biogeography in 
the world's most diverse terrestrial vertebrate genus: Diversification of direct-developing frogs 
(Craugastoridae: Pristimantis) across the Neotropics.. Molecular phylogenetics and evolution. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2015.02.001

Campos-Cerqueira, Aide. (2017) Lowland extirpation of anuran 
populations on a tropical mountain. PeerJ. 

https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.4059

See all research from this country or area

gbif.org/country/PR/publications

https://doi.org/10.1002/ar.24730
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jnc.2020.125888
https://doi.org/10.15560/14.1.87
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2015.02.001
https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.4059
https://www.gbif.org/country/PR/publications
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Data availability

Total data available for selected taxonomic groups in Puerto Rico

Mammals

10,856
occurrences

Birds

1,493,596
occurrences

Bony fish

682,575
occurrences

Amphibians

10,147
occurrences

Insects

38,297
occurrences

Reptiles

29,451
occurrences

Molluscs

43,770
occurrences

Arachnids

3,301
occurrences

Flowering 

plants

154,057
occurrences

Ferns

16,664
occurrences

Gymnosperms

406
occurrences

Mosses

12,921
occurrences

Sac fungi

24,274
occurrences

Basidiomycota

18,241
occurrences

Mammals = Class Mammalia

Birds = Class Aves

Bony fish = Superclass
 Osteichthyes p.p.
Amphibians = Class Amphibia

Insects = Class Insecta

Reptiles = Class Testudines, 

Sphenodontia, Squamata & 

Crocodylia

Molluscs = Phylum Mollusca

Arachnids = Class Arachnida

Flowering plants = Phylum
 Magnoliophyta

Gymnosperms = Superclass
 Gymnospermae

Ferns = Phylum Pteridophyta

Mosses = Phylum Bryophyta

Sac fungi = Phylum Ascomycota

Basidiomycota = Phylum
 Basidiomycota

Change over time in records about biodiversity in Puerto Rico

Occurrence records available about species occurring 

in Puerto Rico

Species for which at least one occurrence record is 

available in Puerto Rico

WHY MIGHT THE AMOUNT OF MOBILIZED DATA 
DECREASE?
Datasets are sometimes removed by publishers, but more often 
decreases in the number of records are due to the removal of 
duplicate records and datasets.

SPECIES COUNTS represent the number of binomial scientific 
names for which GBIF has received data records, organized as far 
as possible using synonyms recorded in key databases like the 
Catalogue of Life
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Most recent datasets from publishers in Puerto Rico

University of Puerto Rico Mayagüez Invertebrate Collection. Published by University of Puerto Rico 

Mayagüez Invertebrate Collection

https://doi.org/10.15468/afmezg

See all datasets from this country or area: gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=PR

Newest publishers from Puerto Rico

University of Puerto Rico Mayagüez Invertebrate 
Collection

Occurrence records downloaded from 
GBIF.org, published by institutions in 
Puerto Rico

See all publishers from this country or area

gbif.org/publisher/search?country=PR

Number of occurrence records downloaded via 

GBIF.org published by institutions in Puerto Rico

https://doi.org/10.15468/afmezg
https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_country=PR
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search?country=PR
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Data mobilization
Data sharing with country or area of origin by national institutions in Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico

publishes data from

32
countries, territories and islands

including

1,446,725
occurrences in

2
occurrence datasets

Data sharing with country or area of origin

The chart above shows the number of records shared over time by publishers within Puerto Rico, with separate colours for records about 
species occurring within undefined and those occurring elsewhere.

Top data contributors about biodiversity 
in Puerto Rico

Rank Country or area No. of 
occurrences

1 United States of America 1,462,184

2 Puerto Rico 1,445,318

3 Estonia 36,539

4 Germany 19,919

5 United Kingdom 12,057

6 Netherlands 11,681

7 France 6,038

8 Colombia 4,153

9 Sweden 3,335

10 Canada 2,442

Table 1. Ranking of countries or areas contributing data 

about Puerto Rico

Top datasets contributing data about 
Puerto Rico

EOD – eBird Observation Dataset. 1,439,076 

occurrences in Puerto Rico. (Last updated 2 Mar 2022) 

Puerto Rico Long-Term Coral Reef Monitoring Program 
Database Compilation. 1,053,192 occurrences in 

Puerto Rico. (Last updated 2 Nov 2022) 

NMNH Extant Specimen Records (USNM, US). 66,288 

occurrences in Puerto Rico. (Last updated 2 Jan 2023) 

iNaturalist Research-grade Observations. 56,199 

occurrences in Puerto Rico. (Last updated 1 Jan 2023) 

The New York Botanical Garden Herbarium (NY). 
55,824 occurrences in Puerto Rico. (Last updated 16 
Dec 2022) 

See all contributing countries and areas or datasets: gbif.org/country/PR/about

https://www.gbif.org/country/PR/about

